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How can we, as laity or as clergy, always “commend ourselves as ministers of God”
(2 Cor. 6:4,NKJV)? What does that mean?
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However much we detest the idea of slavery in any form, and wish that Paul would have
condemned the practice, how do we come to terms with what Paul says here? (How
fascinating that, during slavery in the United States, Ellen G. White specifically told
Adventists to defy the law that ordered people to return escaped slaves.)
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[£%#] —Ellen G. White, in The Youth’s Instructor, Nov. 9, 1899.

“God has chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the spirit and belief of the
truth. Therefore stand fast. . . . If you serve God faithfully, you will meet with prejudice
and opposition; but do not become provoked when you suffer wrongfully. Do not retaliate.
Hold fast your integrity in Jesus Christ. Set your face as a flint heavenward. Let others
speak their own words, and pursue their own course of action; it is for you to press on in
the meekness and lowliness of Christ. Do your work with steadfast purpose, with purity
of heart, with all your might and strength, leaning on the arm of God. The true and exalted
nature of your work you may never know. The value of your being you can measure only
by the life given to save you.. ..

“For every soul who is growing up into Christ there will be times of earnest and long-
continued struggle; for the powers of darkness are determined to oppose the way of
advance. But when we look to the cross of Christ for grace, we cannot fail. The promise of
the Redeemer is, ‘I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.’ ‘I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” ”
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